alRG Si. David’s Society of Utica

Newsletter - September 2017

UPCOMING EVENTS

Gymanfa Ganu
October 1, 2017, 3 pm
Plymouth Bethesda Church
500 Plant St., Utica
(just off Oneida Square)
Conductor: Jay Williams Il
Soloist: Jenni Larchar
Organist: Sue Bartholomew
Pianist: Jeanne Jones

Remsen Barn Festival
September 23 & 24, 2017
(Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5)

To volunteer at Welsh Booth
Call Ted: 315-338-3538
To contribute Welsh cakes
call Linda Walters: 315-735-9896

Welsh Heritage Day
November 18,2017, 1pm
Oneida County History Center
1608 Genesee St, Utica
Slide show, Welshcake demo,
geneology assistance, displays

Christmas Party
December 16™ (Sat) 1.30pm
FUMC New Hartford social hall
105 Genesee St
All welcome to entertain
Bring dish to pass.

Those who wish to learn more about
the St David’s Society in Utica and our

activities can visit our website,

www.saintdavidssociety.org or call

315-338-3538.
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Connor A. Dorsino, son of Michael and Jennifer Dorsino of Floyd, will be
starting his first year at Mohawk
he wil! maj or in graphic design.
Courtney L,. dDaouxgthatdeerr of Thomas and
Uti ca, is in the second year of t h
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Norman E. Williams,
former president of the Na-
tional Gymanfa Ganu Associa-
tion passed away on Wednes-
day, April 26, 2017.

He was born on December 15,
1919 in Utica, New York, son of
Ellis and Margaret Jones Wil-
liams.

from Porthmadog, North
Wales in 1906 and immediate-
ly became involved in the
Welsh Moriah Presbyterian
Church of Utica, NY serving as
an elder for over fifty years.
Norman also became involved
in the Moriah Church and
Welsh traditions at a young
age. He was interested in the
music activities in particular.
Norman was a graduate of
Utica Free Academy and Col-
gate University. His involve-
ment with the local Welsh
community was interrupted by
World War Il. He served in the
United States Army Air Corps.
from 1942 to 1946. After dis-
charge from military service,
he married Marian Tibbits of
Utica. Norman then relocated
to the Syracuse New York area

General Electric. He retired
from General Electric in 1981.
While in the Syracuse area
Norman and Marian were
members of the Marcellus
Presbyterian Church. Norman
became involved in the local
Syracuse Welsh Society and
served as President of the Cen-
tral New York (Syracuse) St
David’s Society.

After his retirement from Gen-
eral Electric, he returned to
Utica, NY where he was mem-
ber of Moriah-Olivet Church
and more recently the New
Hartford Presbyterian Church.
Norman again became in-
volved in the St. David's Socie-
ty of Utica serving as presi-
dent. In national affair’s he
was on the executive board of
the Welsh North American

served as president from 1982
to 1984 of the National
Gymanfa Ganu Association.
On May 3™, 2015, he was hon-
ored by the St David’s Society
of Utica at the Spring Gymanfa
Ganu for his many contribu-
tions to Welsh-American activ-
ities both on a local and na-
tional level.

He leaves two daughters and
sons-in-law, Susan W. and Cec-
il Castle of Troy, PA and Mar-
garet Williams and W. Daniel
Stricker of Syracuse. He was
Taid to seven grandchildren.
He was predeceased by his
wife Marian, brother Thomas
Owen Williams and his wife
Alice, many close cousins, and
sisters-in-law Alice and Evelyn
Tibbits and brother-in-law Ar-
thur H. Tibbits.
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Young organist soloist performs at Spring Gymanfa Ganu, Illion

Our Spring Gymnfa Ganu was held May 7 at the First Pres-
byterian Church in llion, where the guest soloist on the
organ was 12-year old Dominic Fiacco of Poland NY.

Dominic studies organ with Stephen Best and piano with
Sar-Shalom Strong both of Hamilton College, and has al-
ready developed a strong regional following.

He performed on the church’s Casavant Freres pipe organ
that was installed in 2006 and features three manuals
37/51 ranks and 2858 pipes. Dominic played selections of
Sonata No. 4 from Felix Mendelssohn and Symphonies
Nos. 6 and 7 from Charles-Marie Widor.

Leading the congregation of more than 200, singing hymns

in both Welsh and English, was conductor Jay G. Williams

[Il. Jay is a practicing attorney in Clinton, NY, a lay minister,

and author of two books on Welsh Americans. In addition
to being a member of the St David’s Society, Jay is a life
member of the National Gymanfa Ganu Association.

The organist was Susan Bartholomew of Remsen, NY who
is organist and musical director for the church. She is also
a CPA and a member of the Utica St David’s Society and
the Remsen-Steuben Historical Society. Our pianist was
Jeanne Jones of New Hartford. Jeanne is a private music
teacher in the Utica area and former president of the Uti-
ca B Sharp Musial Club.

Stephen Best and soloist Dominic Fiacco

Host pastor, the Rev. Rick Riggle , gave the invocation,
benediction and read the 98th Psalm. Rainer Morgan
Rzucidlo read the 98th Psalm in Welsh and Mary Lou
Rosecrants read the names of our deceased members in
the past year during the memorial service.

A te bach was held in the adjacent Fellowship Hall follow-
ing the gymanfa. This was organized by Shirley Tolbert
and assisted by Della Williams, Linda Walters, Janet Wash-
burn and Cindy Gilbert and included tea cakes and bara
brith.
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: SCHOLARSHIP DONATION FORM

: Awarding scholarships has been a tradition of our St. David’s Society for many years and will continue to happen with your help
1 so please consider making a donation this year. Contributions go into a Trust Fund which is used to provide assistance to stu-

: dents for this coming school year and in the future.
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FROM:

ADRESS:

PHONE EMAIL:

Enclosed is a check in the amount of $ (payable to St David’s Society of Utica, NY)
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